
Thank You SA Embassy in Japan, Tourism SA and SASCOC

On behalf of the SACCJ, I would like to thank all the members who took time to attend our hybrid event to 
Welcome the South African Olympic Team to the 2020 Tokyo Olympics held on the 22 July at the residence 
of the Ambassador of South Africa in Japan, His Excellency Smuts Ngonyama. The event was hosted by a 
collaborative effort comprising of the SACCJ, South African Embassy in Japan, Tourism SA and SASCOC.

The event was a huge success with more than 300 guests who attended virtually, including at least 20 high 
ranking officials from government, business sector, and the host cities of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics that are 
hosting the various teams from South Africa. The event also managed to get media coverage from both 
Japan and South Africa.

However due to the Covid-19 pandemic and social distancing regulations in Japan, only a small number of 
guests were able to attend the event in person. To thank end, I would like to say a special thank to his 
Excellency Smuts Ngonyama for his warm hospitality and for sharing his welcome and good luck message for 
the SA Team. And would like to also express my appreciation to Mr Ronnie R Kubjane, First Secretary Political
and the entire personnel at the Embassy of South Africa in Japan for their hard work in making this event 
become a reality. Furthermore, I would like to share my deepest gratitude to Mr Mansoor Mohamed and  
Yuka Kondo for coordinating everything and for ensuring that the event is world class. A special thank you 
also goes to  the chef at the Ambassador’s  residence, Mr Sizwe Mgxanga, for preparing and catering some  
delicious South African food and wine for all the guests.  

Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Minister of Sports and Culture,  Mr Nathi Mthethwa for 
his Key Note address, and also thank the President of  SASCOC Mr Berry Hendricks, for his continues support 
to the activities of the SACCJ and for sharing with us his message for Team SA a day before the opening 
ceremony of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. 

In the spirit of Ubuntu, “I am because you are.” 

Dr Harrison Bheki Hlabane, PhD
SACCJ, BOD- Sports and Culture portfolio


